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Happy New Year! 

We are now in the season of Epiphany which runs from the 6th January until Ash Wednesday.  
Traditionally on the 6th January we remember the visit of the 3 Wisemen or Kings bringing their gifts 
to baby Jesus to pay homage to him as a new King which infuriated Herod. The Three Wise Men 
were not Jewish as we are told they had journeyed from East of Jerusalem, probably from Persia, 
now called Iran, and may have been Zoroastrian Priests as well as Astronomers. This means they 
would have been the first Gentiles to greet Jesus which is a real Epiphany (sudden realisation 
moment) for me as it underlines the worldwide significance of Jesus’s birth. In whatever way we 
feel about that moment to me it is one that gives us a clear message that Jesus and all he said and 
did is for everyone not just for some in our world. It is therefore a timely reminder that God’s 
message of love and peace is available for all of mankind wherever we are and in all we do and say 
even though the whole world is in the grip of the Covid19 and the threat to our existence of climate 
change.   
It is therefore very important that we don’t forget this as we begin a New Year in lockdown in fear 
of the rapidly spreading Covid-19 infection and the distress it has already brought into the lives of 
many who have lost loved ones, sometimes even without the chance to say goodbye to them in 
their final moments.   
Whilst acknowledging this dreadful fact we are also aware of, and perhaps personally know, people 
who have made and continue to make sacrificial efforts to help those in need, putting themselves at 
risk by selflessly responding to others needs living out the love of God. It is therefore at times like 
this that we begin to realise how much we need the love and support of our Lord Jesus Christ 
alongside and around us in all we do individually and together.  I feel therefore that my mission 
must be to do my best to continue to live my life trying to be a faithful follower of Jesus, doing my 
best to Walk the Way and Live the Life of Jesus Today Tomorrow and the next day and doing all I 
can to live out that love reaching out to those in need to bring help and comfort.     
New beginnings often challenge us to make new resolutions. This Epiphany season is no different 
and it is therefore a good time to stop what we are doing and take stock. We may need to stop 
doing some things and begin to do others for the benefit of others. This it seems to me is what 
repentance is all about.  So perhaps what I am saying is that I must repent by stopping doing things 
that I shouldn’t be doing and begin doing things that the love of Jesus asks of me by making that 
symbolic 180 degree about turn to begin walking the ‘Way’ more closely in step with the footsteps 
of our Lord, doing my best to live the life that Jesus wants me to live today, tomorrow and the next 
day and remembering that with God all things are possible. 
Whilst writing this Introduction to our February and March Newsletter I have remembered that 
when Nigel Uden and I began our time as General Assembly Moderators we decided it would be a 
good idea to have a theme to help guide what we would be doing. After some thought, we settled 
on ‘Listening’ (James 1.19) and ‘Faith into Action’ (James 2.17). I will therefore be doing my best to 
embrace this theme going forward as I repent and try to ‘Walk the Way’ and live the life of Jesus 
today tomorrow and the next day. Perhaps you might like to do something similar too? 
 
Every Blessing   
 

Derek Estill 
Westbury Gardens 
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A New Minister is joining our East Lancashire Missional Partnership! 

Hello everyone 

You will probably remember that some time ago Missional Partnerships 
were introduced across the North West Synod of the United Reformed 
Church.  This meant that churches were grouped together to form 
partnerships.   Revidge Fold is in East Lancashire Missional Partnership, together with the 
following churches:  Trinity Brownhill, Westbury Gardens, Kingsway, Woodlands, Clitheroe, 
Burnley and Nelson, Darwen Central, Trinity Lower Darwen, Tockholes and Great Harwood. 
 
I currently represent Revidge Fold on the Missional Partnership Steering Group.  There was 
a vacancy in our partnership for a new minister to join us and the steering group was very 
pleased to hear in October that someone had expressed an interest in the vacancy.  
Following this, the steering group met with the candidate via Zoom.  Because of the 
prevailing coronavirus pandemic, the process of appointing a new minister has been very 
different as it has had to be conducted via Zoom!  Brian Jolly, NW Synod Moderator, 
describes the process we took part in: 
 
The usual process for the movement of ministers…. cannot work for the time being, and it 
is likely that it will be a long time before this process can be used again. Physical meetings 
between the minister and the missional partnership steering group cannot happen; 
churches are not able to gather together to meet the minister and share in worship led by 
the minister; church meetings are unable to meet to prayerfully consider whether to call 
the minister. 
 
Having received and considered Adam’s confidential personal profile, the members of the 

steering group met and decided to invite him to meet with them in three on-line meetings.  

On the first occasion Adam and the steering group engaged in question, answer & 

discussion. On the second occasion Adam led a Bible study, and on the third occasion 

Adam led an act of worship. Subsequently, the steering group decided unanimously to 

recommend to the Synod Pastoral Committee that he be appointed to serve as a minister 

of the Lancashire East Missional Partnership. Adam indicated that if the Synod Pastoral 

Committee invited him, he would accept appointment to this position……..This was agreed 

by Synod Pastoral Committee on 1 December. 

As a result, Adam Woodhouse will be coming to join the East Lancashire Missional 

Partnership team later this year.  We are all delighted about this, and look forward to 

everyone getting the opportunity to meet him!  On the next page is a letter of introduction 

from Adam. 

Elizabeth Bradley 
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Dear All at Lancashire East Missional Partnership, 

My name is Adam and am pleased to have been appointed to 

serve the partnership as a Minister of Word and Sacrament from 

the summer of 2021. I am currently on placement at The Ipswich 

and East Pastorate as my final year at Westminster College. In 

the meantime, I’d love to give you a little introduction to who I 

am and my experience I hope to bring to Lancashire East next year. 

From the age of four years old I attended Christ Church URC in Hatfield, Herts, before this I 

attended a Church of England Church in Plymouth. Other than the first few years of my 

childhood I have always been part of the URC. It was at Christ Church I came to faith at 11 

years old and became a member a few years later. I was ordained as an Elder at the age of 

21. At this church I was Elder for Youth and volunteered as a Youth Leader for a Youth 

Club for unchurched young people, this included planning an outreach event which 

attracted over 100 young people when we were expecting only about 30. I attended Boys’ 

Brigade most of my childhood and served as the Captain of 1st Hatfield Boys’ Brigade and 

as a national training officer.  

In 2007 I moved to Bradford and in 2009 I was employed as Senior Youth Worker at The 

Edge Project, which is part of the work at Holme URC, and as a Youth worker at Westfield 

URC in Wyke. I was a serving Elder and also a member of the preaching team at Holme. 

As part of my role in Wyke, I co-led a Messy Church group in a local primary school and 

served as a school Governor.  

I have been an active member of Street Pastor's type organisations, working in the night-

time economy for the past 5 years. I have worked as the Senior Pastor leading a group of 

volunteers ensuring a safe and enjoyable night out for the hundreds of customers of local 

pubs, clubs and restaurants. A highlight of my time at Westminster was having the privilege 

of serving as a Police Chaplain for Cambridge Constabulary. I spent time building 

friendships with police officers and staff, sometimes accompanying them on patrols and 

being available as a listening ear and to provide pastoral support as needed. 

I enjoy leading Bible Studies and am looking forward to playing an active and supportive 

role in the mission and ministry around Lancaster East. Further afield I am a trustee of the 

Romans 111 Trust that works to offer mutual encouragement with pastors in Uganda. 

My main hobbies are sailing and watching ice hockey games when time allows. Swimming 

is my favourite activity to relax by doing.  

I am looking forward to meeting you all and supporting the great mission and ministry 

happening in the partnership and working with the team of ministers and Elders serving the 

area. 

God Bless, 

 

Adam Woodhouse  

Adamwoodhouse04@gmail.com 

 

Let’s Meet Adam Woodhouse! 
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ZOOM SERVICES and EVENTS ARRANGED BY MAL BREEZE 
January – May 2021 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

Who would have thought that when I led my first Zoom service last Easter Sunday that I’d still be arranging them 
now and planning towards this Easter, sadly that is the case. I’m therefore providing the dates of the services I’ll be 
arranging/hosting now so, that folk can work out whether they want to join any of them especially if they are unable 
to worship in their own churches even if they should be allowed to. Whatever happens I will continue to provide 
services for those who can’t or don’t want to attend worship elsewhere for as long as they are needed. 
 

You will see that in the run up to Palm Sunday I will be using a worship resource entitled ‘Worship in the Wilderness’ 
(by Engage Worship) and then special services for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Unless 
otherwise stated I will lead the services. I’ll also be arranging other activities which folk may also want to join in with 
and these too are listed below. 
 

Please publicise these as appropriate and if you include it in your newsletters I’d be grateful if you could put the 
whole page as is in your first issue so people can see what’s available and plan accordingly and then reduce it 
accordingly. Thank you. 

 

WORSHIP 
Sunday 24th January at 10.30am A Communion Service 
  

Sunday 7th February at 10.30am Arranged by Sheila McNab  
 

Wednesday 17th February at 7.30pm Ash Wednesday Service  
 

Sunday 21st February at 10.30am 1st Sunday of Lent - Worship In The Wilderness ‘A Spirit-Led Journey’  
 

Sunday 28th February at 10.30am 2nd Sunday of Lent - Worship In The Wilderness ‘A Simple Journey’ 
  

Sunday 7th March at 10.30am 3rd Sunday of Lent - Worship In The Wilderness ‘A Sorrowful Journey’ 
 

Sunday 14th March at 10.30am 4th Sunday of Lent - Worship In The Wilderness ‘A Sacrificial Journey’  
 

Sunday 21st March at 10.30am 5th Sunday of Lent - Worship In The Wilderness ‘A Truth Speaking Journey’  
 

Sunday 28th March at 10.30am Palm Sunday - Worship In The Wilderness ‘A Surprising Journey’ with 
Communion (An order from Jerusalem) 

  

Thursday 1st April at 8.00pm Maundy Thursday ‘Tenebrae - Service of the Shadows’ (Details will follow) 
 

Friday 2nd April  at 10.30am Good Friday Stations of the Cross Service 
 

Sunday 4th April at 10.30am Easter Sunday Service with Communion 
 

Sunday 25th April at 10.30am A Communion Service 
  

Sunday 9th May at 10.30am A Communion Service arranged by Lorraine and Mal 
 

Sunday 23rd May at 10.30am 

 

Pentecost Service Including Communion 

Sunday 30th May at 10.30am Trinity Sunday Service including Communion 
 

MORNING PRAYERS: These take place every Tuesday Morning at 9.30 am 
 

PRAYER BREAKFAST’S: These take place on the third Saturday of each month at 10.30 am – 16th January, 20th 
February, 20th March, 17th April and 15th May 
 

QUIZ NIGHTS: These take place every fortnight on Friday nights 7.30pm – 9.00pm – 29th January: 12th and 26th 
February: 12th and 26th March: 2nd April a Good Friday special Easter quiz, 9th and 23rd and 7th and 21st May 
 

If you would or anyone you know would like to sign up for any of these activities please drop me an Email as soon as 
you can at malbreeze@me.com so I can send out the appropriate details and order of services etc. WE WILL ALSO 
NEED PEOPLE TO TAKE PART IN ALL OF THE ABOVE SERVICES and THEREFORE IF YOU COULD INDICATE IN YOUR 
RESPONSE IF YOU WOULD BE WILLING TO DO SO THAT WOULD BE EXTREMLEY HELPFUL. 
 

Thank you and I hope to see you at some point over the next few weeks and months, all are welcome. 

mailto:malbreeze@me.com
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Revidge Fold URC, Blackburn – Collaboration with Age UK and other URCs 

and Ecumenical Partners 

While our building is closed, Revidge Fold Church has welcomed the 

opportunity to continue our collaboration with Age UK in Blackburn.  Our 

relationship with them began through our Memory Café, and we have enjoyed 

a good relationship with them since the café opened over 4 years ago.  At 

present, of course, we have not been able to meet, but we were happy to be 

involved when Age UK asked if we could help them in distributing their Winter 

Wellbeing Packs to people who are in particular need of them in the Blackburn 

with Darwen area.  As we were already delivering our church newsletters, we 

were glad to incorporate the Winter Wellbeing Packs, and delivered 42 packs 

in total.  The packs contain advice leaflets, room thermometer, pen, puzzles, 

recipes, knitting pattern, health advice and other items.  Other URCs and 

ecumenical partners also engaged with this project by providing hand-written 

Christmas cards which were sent out alongside the Winter Wellbeing packs.  

They were very much appreciated by all who received them, especially as the 

Christmas cards added a personal touch!   

 

 

Contents of 

Winter 

Wellbeing 

Pack  

www.ageukbwd.org.uk. Tel 01254 266620 

 

http://www.ageukbwd.org.uk/
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Just before Christmas, Age UK, Blackburn, in conjunction with Creative Support, initiated 

a Christmas Eve hamper scheme.  Creative Support is a not-for-profit provider giving care 

and support to those who need it.   Age UK approached us to ask if we could identify 

some people who live alone in our postcode area and who would welcome a hamper on 

Christmas Eve.  As a result, we delivered 5 hampers on Christmas Eve morning.  An 

unexpected gift, which was greatly appreciated by all who received one!  

We really welcome the opportunity to work in partnership with other agencies to serve 

our community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              All ready to go!   

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GOODY BAGS  

Judging by the very positive response folks gave on receiving their ‘Christmas Goody 

Bags’, we are so glad that they provided a lot of pleasure.  Our thanks go to ‘The Goody 

Bag Team’ who worked hard to make the cards + gift tags, bake the edibles, make the 

crafts, compile the brain-teaser sheets, fill the bags and deliver them! 

Yes Christmas was a little (or a lot) different for most of us this year but we managed to 

celebrate Jesus’ birthday as best as we could and here we are in February………Spring 

isn’t far off! 
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Lancashire Quiz 

1. Which city is the administrative centre of Lancashire? 

2. Which town is the most populated in Lancashire? 

3. Which Lancashire town was famed for manufacturing the hardest bricks 

in the world? It was also the smallest town in England with a Football 

League club until Fleetwood got promoted in 2012. 

4. In early 1945 Carnforth Station was the filming location of which iconic 

film? 

5. Which soft drink was created in 1908 by Noel Nichols of Blackburn, a 

wholesaler of herbs, spices and medicines? 

6. Which town is famous primarily for its bus and truck manufacture? 

7. Name the county town of Lancashire? 

8. Which motorway connects Preston to Blackpool and is just 11.5 miles 

long? 

9. Which Lancashire government district occupies the largest area of 

Lancashire, whilst also having the smallest population? (Its council is 

based in Clitheroe.) 

10. What did 18th-century Lancashire weaver and carpenter James 

Hargreaves invent? 

11. Complete the George Formby song: "With My Little Stick of... "? 

12. Which infamous event took place at St Peter's Field, Manchester, in 

1819, when cavalry charged into a large crowd? 

13. A Graham Ibbeson statue of which comedian stands in the performer’s 

seaside hometown? 

14. Which British Prime Minister was born in Chorlton-on-Medlock, which 

was historically in the county of Lancashire? 

15. Which area has been designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

since 1964 and was once described as the "Switzerland of England"? 

Courtesy of FreePubQuiz.Co 
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Family Memories                                        ‘NEARER MY GOD TO THEE’                                                  by   Hilda Rawcliffe 

On Remembrance Sunday, Mal chose this as a hymn.  I had never heard this sung as a hymn in church, so looked in the 

hymnbooks at home, where I found 4 different tunes, none of which seemed familiar.  I have sheet music for a Sacred 

Song, copyright 1902, with music by Lewis Carey and words by Sarah Flower Adams, which are the same as in the 

hymnbooks, but must predate Carey’s music.  It was sung by Miss Ada Crossley and later by my Nana, great aunt, 

mother, aunt, cousins and myself.  Until 1963, when my Nana passed away, we frequently sang round the piano, played 

by Great Aunt Lena.  My knowledge of songs from earlier generations is better than that of The Beatles and other pop 

stars of my youth.  The song went out of fashion.  My sheet music has a warning “The public performance of any 

parodied version of this composition is strictly prohibited”.  I think parody was an issue here! 

In the period running up to Christmas, 2 other things brought back memories of Aunt Lena - the Christmas Quiz about 

pantomime characters and the wonderful Paul Harvey who, despite living with dementia, uplifted us with his 

“Improvisations on 4 notes”, which became a great hit during lockdown.  Aunt Lena became a professional singer after 

being talent spotted whilst singing in church.  She joined “Clara Coverdale’s 8 Peerless Petronellas”, performing in music 

halls & theatres.  She also appeared in pantomime.  The photo shows her as principal fairy, reputedly in Hull in 1911.  

When doing the quiz, I remembered her mentioning Dandino, but could not recall which pantomime he was in. 

Aunt Lena outlived my Nana and slowly dementia developed.  She always had the gift of being able to play any tune, 

plus accompaniment, without seeing any music.  She was popular when she went on holiday to the Isle of Man with her 

nieces in the 1930s and could entertain young people with the latest songs, without the need to buy sheet music.  It was 

“You sing and I’ll play”.  She moved from flat to care home and finally to hospital near Kirkham.  She no longer 

recognized any family, but there was a piano and she started to play again, after some years with no piano.  She did not 

have as much classical training as Paul Harvey, but we were astonished to learn that one Christmas she played the piano 

for the residents and the visiting mayoral party.  I think she would have also remembered Dandino.  Each one of us is 

unique with our own special gifts from God.  Thank you, Lord. 
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  ECO CHURCH 

 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

We are delighted to mark the 5th anniversary of Eco Church today, the 26 January and 

would like to invite you to a special service on the 26 March to celebrate the last 5 years 

with you, to give thanks and to look forward in prayer.  

 

Whether you have been part of the Eco Church community for all of this time, or whether 

you registered last week, thank you for being part of a growing movement of churches 

taking action to care for creation across every aspect of church life. 

 

Five years ago, when Eco Church was launched, we set a target to reach 10% of churches 

(or about 4,500) across England and Wales in 10 years. Based on research, 10% is a 

recognised ‘tipping point’ after which churches practically caring for creation would seem 

increasingly normal and gain its own momentum - without A Rocha UK having to drive it. 

 

We’re well over half way there: a total of 3,100 churches have registered for Eco Church. 

And we’re delighted to announce that more than 1,000 awards have been achieved! We 

announced Hereford Cathedral as the recipient of the 1,000th (a Silver) award just 

recently. 

 

Eco Church has become a national community, learning together and stretching across all 

sizes and styles of church. It has also gained the strong support of many denominations as 

a key tool towards achieving their own increasingly ambitious carbon-reduction and other 

environmental goals. So it is also timely news to announce that every diocese in Wales has 

now registered for Eco Diocese, three quarters of the English dioceses have also 

registered and Eco Synod, Eco District and Circuit are also making great progress.  

 

Thank you so much for being part of our Eco Church community this year. Despite being in 

lockdown there is much that we can do, not least to get out and enjoy creation and - whilst 

we can’t yet meet in person - we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the 

26 March. Further details and registration for our fifth anniversary online celebration will 

be up on the A Rocha UK and Eco Church websites soon. 

 

Every blessing,  

 

Helen, Sara and all the team at A Rocha UK 
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THE REVIDGE FOLD KNITTING PROJECT 
 
Many years ago there was a member of the Revidge Fold congregation who made up squares into 
blankets and then sent them off to a charity. They would be displayed in church some Sundays. The 
lady, Molly Airey, who inspired me to knit squares, was a legend and dearly loved by many. Last March I 
had the thought that our congregation and guests of Lunch Club 
and our Tuesday @ 2 group would possibly find knitting 
blankets for others something they could do during Lockdown. 
Firstly, to keep themselves occupied and, secondly, that they 
would feel useful knitting for others. Knitters have come and 
gone, moving onto other tasks, but at least 12 people clicked 
their knitting needles. At present we have 7 people still knitting 
squares. My slogan has been – ‘a square a day keeps the 
boredom away!’ 
 

A lady in our congregation is a member of the Inner 
Wheel (the female counterpart of the Rotary). I knew 
that the Inner Wheel have an International Outreach 
and, in the past, have made blankets to send abroad. So, 
I asked if there was anyone who could make our knitted 
squares into blankets then pass them on for us. They 
have kindly done this and when the latest squares are 
sewn together, we will have donated 4 blankets to be 
sent to those in need. Two ladies, who are still knitting 
for us, are in their late 80's - in fact one may have turned 
90 this year. They are constantly requesting more wool.    

Every little helps doesn't it? 
  Anne Dolphin 
 
 
 

 
Here are some brain-teasing DINGBATS for you. 
Write your answers below then check how many you’ve 
got correct on Page 12. 
 

1. ______________________________ 
2. ______________________________ 
3. ______________________________ 
4. ______________________________ 
5. ______________________________ 
6. ______________________________ 
7. ______________________________ 
8. ______________________________ 
9. ______________________________ 
10. ______________________________ 
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  ‘Fruitfulness on the Frontline’  
 – a fresh and original framework for everyday life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The course is written by  Sarah-Jane Marshall and Joe Warton published 
by licc (The London Institute for Contemporary Christianity). 
 
It combines biblical teaching from Mark Greene and inspiring real-life 
stories, with eight video-based sessions that help us to see how you can 
make a difference on our frontlines and support one another along the 
way. The sessions explore 6Ms – six expressions of fruitfulness + 2 more: 
We will be running it on the following dates 7.30pm – 9.00pm. 

 18th February     The Big Picture 
 25th February     Modelling Godly Character 
 4th March            Making Good Work 
 11th March          Ministering Grace & Love 
 18th March          Moulding Culture 
 25th March          Being a Mouthpiece for Truth and Justice 

 1st April               (No bible study as it’s Maundy Thursday 
and Mal will be holding a Tenebrae Service as in the list 
of services He recently sent out) 

 8th April               A Messenger of the Gospel 
 15th April             The Journey on and Where Next 

If you wish to join us you will need to email Mal on malbreeze@me.com 
so he can send you a PDF copy of the Bible Study Course Book and the 
Zoom invitation. 
 
We hope you will be able to join us on this journey through lent, in the 
meantime keep well and keep safe. 

An Eight Session 
Bible Study via Zoom 

during Lent and 
Easter 
led by  

Mal Breeze and  
Daleen Ten Cate 

mailto:malbreeze@me.com
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RECIPE 
 
This tried and trusted recipe is from Pat Tattersall.  Here she explains the story of how she 
came to make them: 
 
This is a recipe I have been making for over 50 years. It was given to me by a close friend 
when we were both members of the Lammack Young Wives’ Group. We had a favourite 
recipe evening, when we all took a sample of our favourite recipes along for everyone to 
sample.  This particular recipe proved very successful with my children and now with my 
grandchildren too. 
 
CORBY KISSES      
 
4oz margarine 
3 oz sugar 
1 cup flour (about 4 ozs ) 
1 cup oats (about 2ozs) 
1 teaspn syrup 
1/2 tsp bicarb soda 
1 tabspn boiling water 
 
Cream margarine and sugar, mix bicarb. with syrup and boiling water. 
Add to creamed mixture then add flour and oats. 
place in small lumps ( about the size of a walnut) and press slightly with a fork 
Bake at 150 C. degrees for about 20mins  

 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

Lancashire Quiz: 

1. Preston   2. Blackpool   3. Accrington   4. Brief Encounter  5. Vimto 

6. Leyland   7. Lancaster   8. M55   9.  Ribble Valley   10. Spinning Jenny    

11. Blackpool Rock   12. The Peterloo Massacre   13. Eric Morecambe   

14.  David Lloyd George   15. Forest of Bowland 

 

DINGBATS  Answers: 

1. Vegetable patch    2.Teabag   3. Elbow     4. Checkmate    5. Doublecross 

 6. Toucan    7.  A cut above the rest       8. Spots before the eyes      9. Express  

10. Cable car 



A tribute to JEFFREY CHEETHAM 1928 - 2020     -  written by his daughter, Sue. 
  

Dad was born in Blackburn on 1st November 1928 and his childhood home was on 
Hancock Street. He attended Emanuel School and the Cheetham family were founder 
members of Montague Street Baptist Church.   

In 1946 -1947, Dad did his national service in the Navy – he chose the Navy because he 
liked the uniform!  Dad would be so proud of his grandson, Jack, who has just graduated from 
the Australian Defence Force as a Sub Lieutenant in the Australian Navy. 

Dad and Mum were married in St Mark’s Church on 24 May 1958, where he was organist 
and choirmaster, and went off for their honeymoon on a motorbike. On their return, they set up 
home in Feniscliffe Drive which is where Kath and I grew up. I remember how whenever we re-
decorated and removed the wallpaper, Dad used to draw pictures on the wall and Kath and I 
were allowed to add our own art work. I'm not sure what the family who moved in would have 
thought when they saw our artistic attempts! 

Dad worked for the Ministry of Pensions & National Insurance in Darwen. He then trained 
as a teacher and started teaching in 1967.  He eventually became head of music at Lostock 
Hall High School, being proud of conducting wonderful brass bands and choirs. 

In 1988, when Mum became ill, Dad took early retirement to look after her. He lovingly 
cared for her at home until she died in 1989, without any help from outside agencies. 

Dad got involved with Revidge Fold Church a few years after mum’s death, when he 
moved to Eldon Road. He helped with the production of the Dramatic Society’s plays and 
musicals, where he painted the scenery as well... another of his talents. He was also the 
choirmaster and organist at church for many years and highly thought of by the choir and 
congregation. 

He was an active member of Probus and being very knowledgeable about all kinds of 
music, he would regularly give talks to a variety of groups. He played the clarinet, piano and 
organ and loved classical music but was also a great fan of Ella Fitzgerald. Dad did several 
music qualifications – the final one an Open University Masters Degree at the age of 80! At 
home, we were surrounded by classical music on Radio 3. He would regularly play the piano 
while Kath and I did our violin practice.   

In 2008 Kath, Jim, Jack and Jess went to Australia.  The following year Dad went out to 
visit, the first of many yearly visits up until 2014.  For each visit, he would spend about 6 weeks 
there and return with several albums full of photos of the children and the places he had visited 
with them.  In 2011, Dad and I both spent Christmas and New Year in Australia. 

Kath and I have fond memories of holidays, first in the Lakes, then in Wales and 
Cornwall.  Whenever we went to a beach Dad would build the most fantastic sand castles. Dad 
enjoyed gardening and loved buying plants. At his little cottage on Eldon Road, he filled every 
available garden space with plants.  

Dad loved to cook. When he joined Revidge Fold Church, he was part of the Lunch Club 
team, cooking meals for the ‘old people‘ on a Thursday - probably some who were the same 
age or younger than him!  If he wasn’t on the rota for cooking he would be washing up or 
collecting people who had no transport.  Friday was ‘A Team Day’ where a group of the men 
would meet to do jobs in the church and make dinner from the previous day’s left-overs.  

Kath, Jack and Jess came to England in 2017 and by this stage Dad’s memory was 
deteriorating but he could still play the piano and the church organ.  Watching him show Jess 
how to play a song on the piano while Jack was playing the violin made that such a memorable 
visit. He was so proud of both his grandchildren 

By November 2017 Dad was struggling to manage at home on his own so moved into 
Branch Court Care Home, where he settled relatively easily. He continued to have his favourite 
newspaper delivered daily and he always wore a tie.  He still had a sense of humour and 
Lorraine, the care home manager, always got the same response to her question “How are you 
today Jeff?” …….. “I’m alive!’’ 
 
We give thanks for Jeff’s life and his many talents, particularly his musical ones, and the 
dedication he showed to our church family at Revidge Fold. His dry wit and unique sense of 
humour will stay in our memories forever! God bless you, Jeff. 
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THANK YOU 

 

I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to my lovely friends at Revidge Fold for their kindness and 

support to Laurie and myself during our recent sad months.  I am so grateful for your prayers, cards, 

‘doorstep visits’, cakes and treats. 

 

A special thanks to the 4 ‘angels’ who took me to the hospital every day for the 8 weeks Laurie was 

there. 

 

                                     God bless you all. 

 

                                     With love  

                                      Mildred Jefferson 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~OOOOOOOOO~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

  

It is with sadness that we heard of the passing of two members of our Revidge Fold Lunch Club. 

ANNA NYZTAJILO and PETER MARSDEN both died in December and will be sadly missed by all 

who knew them. We give thanks for the lives of Anna and Peter and our thoughts and prayers go out to 

their families and friends. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~OOOOOOOOO~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

The Children’s Society CHRISTINGLE Money Boxes 
 

If you popped loose change, notes or cheques, into the ‘candle-shaped’ money box which we 

delivered with your Goody Bag just before Christmas, we will gladly collect them. Please let your 

Church Elder (or your Revidge Fold Church contact) know and we’ll arrange for your donation to 

be picked up. If you are a taxpayer, we’ll also arrange for you to fill out a Gift Aid slip which 

hugely benefits the charity.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lockdown creativity 



 15 

Prayers for the People  

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, we bring our prayers for others today to you. 

We pray for our world.  Our earth is fragile, Lord.  Teach us to look after your creation and find 
new ways of preserving and protecting it.  We pray for our world.  We think of the coronavirus which 
silently stalks our lands.  We pray that again we may all play our part in obeying the lockdown rules.  We 
pray for our amazing NHS staff and all the other services working alongside them.  We pray for an 
effective roll-out of the vaccine, and especially we pray for low-income countries that they may receive 
adequate supplies, because none are safe until all are safe.   

We pray for the people of America now that Joe Biden is their new president.  We also pray for vice 
president, Kamala Harris and their team.   Please bless them with wisdom, courage and compassion as 
they work to unite this fractured country.  Please bring healing to their land. 

We pray for those who grieve for loved ones, and we especially think of the families of the thousands 
who have died from coronavirus, most of them unable to say goodbye.   

We pray for George Grime and his family and thank you that he is now out of intensive care.  We lift 
George and his family into your loving hands.  Our prayers are also for the many thousands who are 
recovering.   

We also bring to you those suffering from other illnesses, physical and mental, and we pray for those 
who are lonely in these difficult times.  Help us as your church to do all we can to help them.  Our 
buildings may be closed, but the church isn’t as we are your body. 

We pray for all our churches and pray for you to light the way ahead.  We thank you that Adam 
Woodhouse is coming as a new minister to the East Lancashire Missional Partnership later this year, and 
we pray for him as He begins this new adventure in response to your call. 

We take a few minutes to bring to you, our loving Father, anyone known to us who is in need of healing, 
comfort and strength 

We gather all our prayers together today.  Please hear our prayers for we ask them in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.                                                                                                

written by Elizabeth and Maurice Bradley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad to see that Flora is wearing                                                              
her mask and keeping socially distanced                                  Signs of Spring………… 
in Corporation Park! 
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Prayers 
 
      
Lord may we love all your creation 
 
All the earth and every grain of sand in it. 
 

May we love every leaf, every ray of your light. 
Fyodor Dostoyevsky  (1821-1881) 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Give us Lord God a vision of our world as your love would make it. 

A world where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor. 

A world where the benefits of civilised life are shared and everyone 

can enjoy them. 

A world where different races, nations and cultures live in tolerance 

and mutual respect. 

A world where peace is built with justice and justice is guided by 

love. 

And give us the inspiration and courage to build it.   

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

(The Revd Trevor Williams, Leader of the Corrymeela Community an Ecumenical Community 

of Reconciliation in Northern Ireland) 

 

 

 

 


